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Marbled White Count 2026 

  

 

Thank you to everyone that contr ibuted the i r 

t ime to count ing Marb led Whites th is  year ! 

Together ,  these  volunteers  monitored 10 

f ie lds which cover our d i f ferent management 

types ,  ranging from herbal  leys ,  agrofores try ,  

grass l and restorat ion ,  w i ldf lowers ,  and fa l low . 

They walked the  agreed upon transect once a 

week for 6  weeks dur ing the  he ight of  the 

f l ight season .  We were  a l i t t le  late  gett ing the 

survey up and runn ing in  t ime to capture  the  

star t  o f  the  f l ight season –  a l l  learn ings to  

app ly  next year .  Th is  i s  our  th i rd  year  of 

count ing Marb led Whites as a community .  

 

For  reference , the  week numbers co inc ide  w ith  the  fo l low ing dates ,  wh ich  a l ign  w ith  UK  

Butter f ly  Monitor ing Scheme w eeks:   

Week 12:  17-23 June 

Week 13:  24-30 June 

Week 14:  1 -7 Ju ly 

Week 15:  8 -14 Ju ly 

Week 16:  15-21 Ju ly 

Week 17:  22-28 Ju ly 

 
 
What did they f ind?  
 

The  s ingle  spec ies count  across the  s ix  weeks total led  715  Marb led Whites .  The graph be low 

shows the  total  count per  f ie ld  each week.   
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I t ’s  h ard  to compare  years as effor t  has been var ied  across the  years so do take  the  fo l low ing 

year ly  compar ison w ith  a grain  of  sa l t .  But i t  g ives us a loose  idea  and shows that numbers  

are  increas ing.  A lso ,  as each sect ion  and f ie ld  are  d i fferent s izes ,  i t ’s  qu i te  d i ff icu l t  to  compare  

f ie ld  to f ie ld  counts .  We can ’t  say for  cer ta in  i f  higher  numbers corre lated w ith d i fferent 

management .   
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The s ingle  spec ies  counts mir rored the  resu l ts  we found in  our UK Butter f ly  Monitor ing 

Scheme weekly  surveys ,  see ing numbers peak dur ing the  week of 26 June  (UKBMS Week 13) . 

 

 

 

 

This graph tel ls an interest ing story,  not only of  increasing numbers of  Marbled 

Whites,  but also of earl ier emergence and a shorter,  faster f l ight season.  

 

A total  of  715 marb led whites were  recorded by volunteers over  6  weeks th is  year ,  compared 

to 595 in 2025 and  294 in  2024 . Numbers peaked in late -June ,  much ear l ier  than the peak in 

2024. Th is  ear l ier  peak was l ike ly  due to a warm and dry Spr ing and  Summer , wh ich  saw these 

butter f l ies  hav ing a st ab le  but very shor t  season .  These  past 3  summers have been out of  the  

ord inary ,  and w ith c l imate  change we might not have ‘ord inary ’  anymore .  So hav ing these 

dataset s are  extremely he lpfu l in  track ing how nature  responds.   

 

The  young larvae  feed on f ine  grasses ,  notab l y  Red Fescue ,  but graduate  to coarser  grasses  

as they deve lop .  Adu l ts  feed on nectar  from c lovers ,  knapweeds ,  th ist les ,  Wi ld  Mar joram , Wi ld 

Thyme and Yar row (UK Butter f l ies ) .  Our  d i fferent management of  gr ass land ,  w i ldf lower  

margins ,  herbal  leys  w ith  catt le  graz ing ,  and fa l low f ie lds prov ide  a d iverse  sward of  food 

plants for  the  d i fferent stages o f  th is  butter f ly ’s  l i f e  cyc le .  The matur ing of  these  hab i tats ,  
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combined w ith  weather ,  can  l ike ly  be  the  contr ibuting factors to why we ’re  see ing such a 

steady increase .   

 

Stay tuned for  our yearly results of the UKBMS survey!  And do get in 

touch if you’d l ike to be involved in next year’s surveys.  
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