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Sapperton Wilder Bird Report  2023 - 2024 
 

  

 

Background 

 

Over  the f i r st  two years of  the  Sapperton Wi lder  Project ,  structured w inter  and breed ing b i rd 

surveys have been car r ied  out across the  s i te  by a  local  ecologist  and orn i thologi st ,  Anna 

Fie ld .  Anna has a par t icu lar  exper t ise  in surveys and conservat ion  of  farmland b i rds and has 

been car ry ing out b i rd surveys for  near ly  20 years .  Outs ide  the  formal surveys , staff  members 

and local  b i rders have also recorded b i rds they h ave seen .  To date ,  near ly  70 spec ies have 

been recorded inc lud ing exce l lent numbers of  commoner  (but st i l l  red - l i sted  under  the  B irds 

of  Conservat ion  Concern  5 ) farmland b i rds such as Sky lark  and Ye l lowhammer .  Numbers of  

farmland b i rds compare  favourab ly  to other  farms in  the  area.  Some local ly  notab le  spec ies , 

inc lud ing two spec ies monitored by the  Rare  Breed ing B i rd  Pane l were  a lso recorded dur ing 

the  breed ing season .   

 

The f i r st  year  or two of the surveys w i l l  serve as a base l ine  to assess the  abundance and 

d istr ibut ion  of  b i rd  spec ies across the  s i te ,  pr ior  to  the  changes in  management towards a  

more  regenerat ive  farming system and w i l l  enab le analys is  of  popu lat ion  trends over the 

fo l low ing years as more  data i s  gathered .  In  add i t ion  to the  main  Sapperton Wi lder  s i te ,  three 

d i fferent contro l  s i tes were  surveyed in  both  years ;  two s i tes which  are  under  convent ional  

arab le  and one s i te  which is  seven years in to regenerat ive  farming pract ices .  A l though the  

contro l  s i tes are  smal l for  the scale  of land use by b i rds ,  the surveys shou ld give  a feel  for 

how par t icu lar  spec ies fare  across these  d i fferent s ites .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/publications/bocc-5-a5-4pp-single-pages.pdf
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/publications/bocc-5-a5-4pp-single-pages.pdf
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Methods 

 

The surveys involved both a w inter b i rd survey to monitor  res ident and w inter v is i tors ,  and a 

mul t i -v is i t  breed ing b i rd  survey to monitor  res ident and summer  v is i tors .  The breed ing b ird 

surveys a lso looked for  ev idence of  breed ing and mapped the  locat ions of  farmland and other  

red- l i sted  b i rds to prov ide  in formation  on the  hab i tats  prefer red by these spec ies .  Add i t ional 

nocturnal  surveys were  carr ied  out us ing a thermal  imager  to record  spec ies such as  

Woodcock,  wh ich  roost dur ing the  day but feed on the  fa rm at n i ght .  Regu l ar  annual  surveys  

fo l low ing the  same methodology w i l l  a l low any changes in  b i rd  popu lat ions to be  monitored 

as the  pro ject progresses.  

 

Resu l ts  

 

Resu l ts  from the  f i r st  two years are  summar ised in  the  tab les be low.  

 

(a) Main Sapperton Wilder site 
Year 2023 2024 
Total number of species recorded ALL YEARS 67 
Total number of species recorded 58 58 
Total number of species confirmed or probable breeding 35 30 
Core Farmland Species (parentheses = estimated number of 
territories/colonies through territory mapping) 

Corn bunting (3) 
Linnet (7) 

Skylark (33) 
Woodlark (5) 

Yellowhammer (32) 

Corn bunting (6) 
Linnet (5) 

Skylark (25) 
Woodlark (2) 

Yellowhammer (17) 
Red-listed species recorded 12 13 
Red-listed species confirmed or probable breeding 9 8 
Non-core red-listed species territory mapped (parentheses = 
estimated number of territories/colonies) 

Greenfinch (1) 
House sparrow (1) 

Marsh tit (1) 
Mistle thrush (2) 

Starling (1) 

Greenfinch (1) 
House sparrow (1) 

Marsh tit (1) 
Mistle thrush (1) 

Spotted flycatcher (3) 
Starling (2) 

Amber-listed species recorded 17 15 
Amber-listed species confirmed or probable breeding 8 8 
Raptors Buzzard 

Goshawk 
Kestrel 

Sparrowhawk 

Buzzard 
Kestrel 

Red Kite 

Owls Tawny Owl - 

(b) Conventional arable control site 1 
Year 2023 2024 
Total number of species recorded ALL YEARS 32 
Total number of species recorded 16 27 
Core Farmland Species (parentheses = estimated number of 
territories/colonies through territory mapping) 

Corn Bunting (1) 
Grey Partridge (1) 

Linnet (1) 
Skylark (3) 

Yellowhammer (3) 

Corn Bunting (3) 
Linnet (1) 
Skylark (4) 

Yellow wagtail (1) 
Yellowhammer (1) 

Red-listed species recorded 5 7 
Non-core red-listed species territory mapped (parentheses = 
estimated number of territories/colonies) 

- - 

Amber-listed species recorded 4 8 
Raptors Buzzard Buzzard 
Owls - - 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
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(c) Conventional arable control site 2 
Year 2023 2024 
Total number of species recorded ALL YEARS 28 
Total number of species recorded 22 25 
Core Farmland Species (parentheses = estimated number of 
territories/colonies through territory mapping) 

Skylark (1)  

Red-listed species recorded 3 3 
Non-core red-listed species territory mapped (parentheses = 
estimated number of territories/colonies) 

Marsh tit (1) 
Mistle thrush (1) 

Mistle thrush (1) 
Starling (1) 

Amber-listed species recorded 4 5 
Raptors Buzzard Buzzard 
Owls - - 

(d) Regenerative agriculture control site 
Year 2023 2024 
Total number of species recorded ALL YEARS 40 
Total number of species recorded 26 33 
Core Farmland Species (parentheses = estimated number of 
territories/colonies through territory mapping) 

Linnet (2) 
Skylark (2) 

Yellowhammer (1) 
 

Linnet (2) 
Skylark (3) 

Yellowhammer (1) 
 

Red-listed species recorded 5 6 
Non-core red-listed species territory mapped (parentheses = 
estimated number of territories/colonies) 

Marsh tit (1) - 

Amber-listed species recorded 7 10 
Raptors - Buzzard 

Kestrel 
Owls - - 

 

 

(e) List of all species recorded at Sapperton Wilder (red = red-listed, amber = amber listed, black = green 
listed) 
 

En g l i s h  na me L a t in  n a me  

B l a ckb i r d  T u r du s  me ru la  

B l a ckca p  S y l v ia  a t r i c a p i l l a  

B l u e  t i t  C y a n i s t e s  c a e ru l e u s  

Br a mbl i n g F r in g i l l a  mon t i f r i n g i l l a  

Bu l l f in ch  P y r r h u la  p y r rh u la  

Bu zza r d  B u te o  bu te o  

Ca r r i on  c r o w C or v u s  c o r on e  

Ch a f f i n ch  F r in g i l l a  c oe l e b s  

Ch i f f ch a f f  P h y l l o s c op u s  c o l l y b i t a  

Co a l  t i t  P e r ip a r u s  a te r  

Co l l a r e d  d o ve  S t r e p top e l i a  d e c a oc to  

Co r mo r an t  P h a la c r oc or a x  c a rb o  

Co r n  Bun t i n g E mb e r i za  c a la n d r a  

D u nn o ck  P r u n e l l a  mod u la r i s  

F i e ld fa r e  T u r du s  p i l a r i s  

F i r e c re s t  R e g u lu s  i g n i c a p i l l a  

Ga r de n  war b l e r  S y l v ia  b or in  

Go l d c re s t  R e g u lu s  r e g u lu s  

Go l d f in ch  C a r d u e l i s  c a r du e l i s  

Go s h a wk Ac c ip i t e r  g e n t i l i s  

Gr e a t  s po t te d  wo od p e cker  De n d r oc op os  ma jo r  

Gr e a t  t i t  P a r u s  ma jo r  

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
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Gr e e n  wo o dp e cke r  P ic u s  v i r i d i s  

Gr e e n fi n ch  C h lo r i s  c h lo r i s  

H o u se  s pa r ro w P a s s e r  d ome s t i c u s  

Ja ck  s n ip e  L y mn oc r y p te s  m in imu s  

Ja ckd a w C or v u s  mon e du la  

Ja y  G a r r u lu s  g l an d a r iu s  

Ke s t r e l  F a l c o  t i n n un cu lu s  

Le s s e r  b l a ck -ba cke d  gu l l  L a r u s  fu s cu s  

L i n n e t L in a r ia  c a nn ab in a  

Lo n g- ta i l ed  t i t  Ae g i th a los  c a u d a tu s  

Ma gp i e  P ic a  p i c a  

Ma r s h  t i t  P oe c i l e  p a lu s t r i s  

Me a d o w p i p i t  An th u s  p r a ten s i s  

Mi s t l e  th ru s h  T u r du s  v i sc i v o r u s  

N u th a tch  S i t ta  e u r op a e a  

Ph e a sa n t P h a s ia n us  c o l ch i c u s  

P i e d  wa gta i l  Mota c i l l a  a lb a  

Ra ve n  C or v u s  c o r a x  

Re d - l e gge d  Par t r i d ge  A le c to r i s  r u fa  

Re d  K i te  Mi lv u s  m i l v u s  

Re d s ta r t  P h oe n ic u ru s  p h oe n icu ru s  

Re d w i n g T u r du s  I l i a c u s  

Ro b i n  E r i th a c u s  r ub e c u la  

Ro o k  C or v u s  f ru g i l e g u s  

Se d ge  wa rb le r  Ac r oc e p h a lus  sc h oe n ob a en us  

S i s k i n  S p in u s  sp in us  

Sky l a r k  A la u d a  a r v en s i s  

So n g  th r u sh  T u r du s  p h i l ome los  

Sp a rr o wha wk Ac c ip i t e r  n i s us  

Sp o t te d  f l yca tch er  Mu s c ic a p a s t r i a ta  

Sta r l in g  S tu r nu s  vu l g a r i s  

Sto c k  d o ve  C o lu mb a  oe n a s  

Sto n e cha t  S a x i c o la  r u b i c o la  

Swa l l o w H i r u n d o  r u s t i c a  

Sw i f t  Ap u s  apu s  

Ta wn y  O wl  S t r i x  a lu c o  

Tr e e c r ee p er  C e r th ia  f a mi l i a r i s  

W h ea te ar  O e n a n th e oe n a n th e  

W h i te th r oa t  C u r r uc a  c ommu n i s  

W i l lo w  war b le r  C u r r uc a  c ommu n i s  

W o o d co ck  S c o lop a x  r u s t i c o la  

W o o dl ar k  L u l l u l a  a r b or e a  

W o o dp i ge on  C o lu mb a  p a lu mb u s  

W r en T r og lod y te s  t r og lod y te s  

Y e l l o wh a mmer  E mb e r i za  c i t r i n e l l a  

 

 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
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There  have also been some notab le  spec ies observat ions out s ide  of  the  b i rd  surveys.  Of 

par t icu lar  in terest  was a 2 -year -o ld  female  Pal l id  Harr ie r  ( Ci rcus  macrourus ) ,  seen by the 

pro ject ecologist  and volunteers in  May 2024. ID was conf i rmed by county b ird  recorder .  Th is  

i s  a very rare  v is i tor  from Eastern  Europe .  

 

A  Short-eared Owl  (Asio  fl ammeus )  a l so made an  appearance in  the  same month .  These  owls 

are  passage migrant s from the  cont inent and w inter v is i tors in  Gloucestersh i re ,  a l though they 

can sometimes l inger  we l l in to Spr ing.  The i r d ie t  consists  of  smal l  mamm als ,  vo les in  par t icu lar .  

The hope is  that w ith  land management changes,  smal l  mammal  popu lat ions increase ,  hopefu l ly 

attrac t ing these  and other  owls .    

 

Di scuss ion  

 

Overal l ,  the survey found exce l lent numbers of  the more  common farmland b irds ,  par t icu lar ly 

in  the  fa l low Northern  B lock ,  making use  of  the  great var ie ty  of  seed and inver tebrates 

avai lab le .  Spec ies of  note  for the s i te  inc luded Brambl ing,  Corn bunt ing,  F i recrest ,  Garden 

Warb ler ,  Goshawk,  Jack Sn ipe ,  Marsh  T i t ,  Redsta r t ,  Sedge Warb ler ,  Spotted Flycatcher ,  

Stonechat ,  Wheatear ,  Woodcock and Woodlark .   

 

The Convent ional  Arab le  Contro l  S i te  1  and the  R egenerat ive  Agr icu l ture  Contro l  S i te  are  

typ ical  arab le  farmland s i tes ,  and both  recorded a var ie ty  of  Core Farmland Spec ies and red -

l i sted  spec ies .  The Convent ional  Arab le  Contro l  S i te  2  s i te  i s  less typ ical  f armland ,  be ing 

sur rounded by woodland , and the  predominant ly  woodland spec ies recorded ref lects th is .   

 

A  su i te  of  conservat ion  measures has a l ready been implemented on s i te  at  Sapperton Wi lder 

which  are  l ike ly  to have posi t ive  impacts on  most b i rd  spec ies .   

 

1 .  Wildf lower  margins ,  herbal  leys ,  and rough grass land areas w i l l  prov ide  a source  of  

inver tebrate  (and mammal )  prey for  ch icks to boost breed ing product iv i ty .   

2 .  Overwinter  stubb les ,  w inter b i rd seed crops,  and supp lementary feed ing prov ide  w inter 

food sources which can min imise the impact of  the ‘hungry gap ’  in late  w inter .  These  also 

provide  safe  roost ing areas for  many spec ies , boost ing over -w inter  surv ival  and 

consequent ly  breed ing numbers .   

3 .  Rotat ional  hedgerow management,  gapp ing up ,  w iden ing,  and/or  lay ing ex ist ing  hedgerows 

w i l l  prov ide  ideal  hab i tat  for  many b i rds to nest and roost in  as we l l as  host inver tebrate  

prey .   

4 .  Uncut grass margins le ft  a long the  base  of  hedgerows w i l l  a l low tussocky grass to deve lop ,  

protect nests in  hedgerows and al low B lackthorn  suckers to grow,  prov id ing ideal  nest ing 

hab i tat  for  spec ies such as Ye l lowhammer .  

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
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5.  Skylark  ‘p lot s ’  w i l l  prov ide  bare ,  weedy areas amongst a crop or  herbal  ley for  larks to 

feed on and use  to access nest s i tes in  the  nearby crop .  

6 .  Nest boxes w i l l  prov ide  nest ing opportun i t ies for  spe c ies such as Barn  Owl  for  whom there 

are  l imi ted natural  s i tes avai lab le .  

7 .  Signs encouraging dog walkers to remain  on paths and keep dogs on leads to protect the 

many ground or near -ground nest ing spec ies breed ing on the  s i te w i l l  hopefu l ly reduce 

d isturbance and nest predat ion .  

 

Conc lus ion  

 

The overarch ing aim of the  Sapperton Wi lder Pro ject i s  to  restore  natural  processes and 

hab i tat  d ivers i ty  w ith in  the  farm. We shou ld see breed ing numbers of  b ird  spec ies increase  as 

a resu l t .  By chan ging land m anagement from convent ional  arab le  product ion  to a mixed sys tem  

of rotat ional  herbal  leys and arab le ,  w i ld f lower  margins and f ie lds ,  agroforestry ,  expand ing 

hedgerows,  grass land restorat ion  and other  in tervent ions (beet le  banks ,  l ivesto ck in tegrat ion ,  

e tc . ) ,  there  shou ld be an  increase  in inver tebrate  abundance and seed avai lab i l i ty ,  both  of  

which shou ld  support h igher  breed ing product iv i ty .  I t  i s  a l so poss ib le  that some changes might 

have a negat ive  effect on  some spec ies (e .g .  agrofor estry  on Sky lark )  and regu lar  b i rd surveys 

w i l l  a l low us to monitor  th is  and make fur ther ad justments to management as may be  requ ired .  

 

 

I f  you are  looking to get a b i rd  survey done on your land ,  p lease  consider  Anna at  Cotswold  

B i rd  Surveys https: //cotswoldb i rdsurveys.org.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
https://cotswoldbirdsurveys.org.uk/

