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Sapperton Wilder Butterfly Report  2025 
  

 

The results  are in!  Whi le the nat ional  results  f rom the UK Butterf ly Monitor ing Scheme 

have not  yet  been re leased,  Sapperton Wilder ’s  are here. Just  in t ime to get  excited 

for the coming butterf ly season.  

 

 

 

Clouded Yellow at Sapperton, photo by Andrew Brown 

  

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
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Methods –  What did we do? 

 

For  in  depth  methods,  see  the  butter f ly  report  from 2024 .   

 

The sect ions were  walked once a week for  26 weeks,  f rom 1 Apr i l  to  end of September .   

 

Table 1: Section Length (in meters) and land management 

Sect ion  Length  (m ) F ie ld ( s )  Ma na gement 

1  8 7 3 Beech ,  K i te  
W i ld f lower  ma rg in s ,  pub l i c  foo tpa th ,  gra ssy  

co rne rs ,  he rba l  leys  

2  6 4 7 Ot te r  W i ld  B i rd  Food 

3  7 3 4 New t Fu l l  W i ld f low er 

4  6 2 2 Oa k  Fa l low 

5  9 9 8 Ba dge r  Herba l  l ey  w i th w i ld f low er  ma rg in  

6  1 6 69 
B i shops Wa lk ,  Bu t te r f l y ,  

Ha w thorn ,  Buzza rd  
Fa l low ,  messy  topp ing 

7  1 2 42 Fox  Herba l  l ey  w i th w i ld f low er  ma rg in  

T ota l  6 7 85   

 

  

Section 1 Section 2 

Section 4 Section 6 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
https://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/content/uploads/Sapperton-Wilder-Butterfly-Report-2024.pdf
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Results –  What did we find?  

 

In  total ,  2 6  spec ies  were  observed dur ing the 

transects ,  w i th  near ly  12 ,000 total  records . 

Compared to last  year  w ith 24 spec ies and 6002 total  

records.  A l l  26 weeks were  v iab ly  counted . 

 

Winners :  Common B lue ,  Brown Argus,  Smal l  Heath ,  

Smal l  Copper ,  Smal l  & Large  White  

 

New Spec ies :  White- le tter  Hai rstreak ,  Clouded 

Ye l low 

 

‘ Losers ’ :  Smal l  Tor to iseshe l l ,  Orange T ip 

 

Best Week :  Week 15 w ith  1823,  compared to last     

year ’s  Week 16 w ith 900  

 

 

F igure  1 :  Sapperton Wi lder  UKBMS Weekly  Totals  2025  
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Highl ights in Numbers -  2025 

 

2 

N u mbe r  o f  Y ea r s  i n  th e  Sch e me  

6.79  

K i l o me t re s  wa l ke d  ea ch  wee k 

8 

N u mbe r  o f  pe o p l e  in vo l ve d  

26 

N u mbe r  o f  s pe c i es  r e cor d ed  

1823 

H i gh e s t  W e e k l y  Cou n t  ( 1 0  Ju l y )  

7141 

H i gh e s t  sp e c ie s  co un t  ( Me ad o w Bro wn )  

11,749 

To ta l  b u t ter f l y  r e cor d s  

 

 

 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
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Table 2: Total records by species by year 

Species 2024 2025 Trend 

Brimstone 13 22 ↑ 

Brown Argus 74 283 ↑ 

Clouded Yellow 0 6 ↑ 

Comma 3 18 ↑ 

Common Blue 213 1041 ↑ 

Dingy Skipper 9 15 ↑ 

Gatekeeper 360 676 ↑ 

Green-veined White 42 41 ↓ 

Holly Blue 4 3 ↓ 

Large Skipper 50 89 ↑ 

Large White 55 304 ↑ 

Marbled White 517 575 ↑ 

Meadow Brown 3639 7141 ↑ 

Orange Tip 37 24 ↓ 

Painted Lady 17 11 ↓ 

Peacock 37 93 ↑ 

Red Admiral 37 29 ↓ 

Ringlet 376 353 ↓ 

Small Tortoiseshell 2 4 ↑ 

Small/Essex Skipper 417 438 ↑ 

Silver-washed Fritillary 3 8 ↑ 

Small Copper 3 52 ↑ 

Small Heath 9 162 ↑ 

Small White 73 347 ↑ 

Speckled Wood 12 14 ↑ 

White-letter Hairstreak 0 2 ↑ 

Left: White-letter Hairstreak on Ragwort, Right: Painted Lady on Knapweed.            
Photos by Chenie Prudhomme 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
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By Section 

 

As sect ions were  d i fferent lengths  (Tab le  1 ) ,  butter f ly  counts needed to be  standard ised by  

d istance  to be  ab le  to compare  them .  

 

 
Sing le Species Count –  Marb led Whites  

 

A total  of  595 marb led whites were  recorded by volunteers over  7  weeks ,  compared to 294 

in  2024 . Numbers peaked late  June ,  much ear l ie r than the  peak in  2024. Th is ear l ie r peak was 

l ike ly  due to a warm and dry Spr ing and ear ly  Summer ,  wh ich saw these butter f l ies  hav ing a 

stab le  but very shor t  season .  The i r  larvae  feed on f ine  grasses l ike  Fescues and Cocksfoot .   

 

Discussion –  What does it  mean? 

 

Butter f l ies are  par t icu lar ly  impacted by weather , as they need sunsh ine and dry weather to 

f ly ,  feed ,  and f ind  mates.  The drought and heat of  2025 was l ike ly  the  b iggest contr ibutor  to  

the  increase of  abundance .  Over 75% of spec ies saw an increase  in  numbers in  our  surveys.  

The few spec ies that saw a dec l ine  cou ld  have been because  of  the  heat;  they l ike ly  moved 

to shad ier  par ts  of  the  landscape  and therefore  weren ’t  seen on our  weekly  walks .  I t  i s  s t i l l  
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only  the  second year of  monitor ing,  so i t  i s d i f f icu l t  to  draw ear ly  conc lus ions.  We can on ly 

hope that our changes in land management are  he lping to support h igher numbers and more 

spec ies of  butter f l ies .  

 

Two new spec ies were  observed in the  transect th is  year  –  the White- le t ter  Hai rstreak  and 

the  Clouded Ye l low . The White - le tter  Hai rstreak typ ical ly  f l ies  around the  tops of trees , 

par t icu lar ly  E lms which  are  the ir  caterp i l l ar ’s  food p lant (Butter f ly  Conservat ion ) .  They w i l l  

occas ional ly  be  seen down at ground leve l  to  nectar  on  f lowers in  the  morn ing.  In  th is  c ase ,  

2  were  seen feed ing on Ragwort dur ing an  ear ly  star ted transect ( to  avoid  the  hottes t  par t  of  

the  day) .   

 

Clouded Ye l low were  seen across the  s i te  in  August and September .  They are  a migratory 

spec ies ,  v is i t ing from main land Europe .  The i r  caterp i l l ar  foodp lants inc lude c lovers ,  lucerne 

and common b i rd ’s -foot- trefo i l ,  so they were  ab le  to f ind  p lenty of  these  p lants on  s i te  on 

which  to lay  the i r  eggs.   

 

Future  spec ies to watch for :  

  Dark Green Fr i t i l l ary  –  requ ires hai ry  v io le t 

  Gr izz led  Sk ipper  –  requ ires w i ld strawberry and agr imony  

  Chalkh i l l  B lue  –  requ i res horseshoe vetch  

  Smal l  B lue  =  requ ires k idney vetch  

  Green Hairstreak –  requ i res common rock rose and common b i rd ’s -foot trefo i l  

  Brown Hairstreak  –  requ i res young blackthorn  growth  

 

A  h igh l ight was mul t ip le  s ight ings  of  the  hummingb ird  hawk-moth on s i te ,  wh ich are  a lways a 

joy to see .  The greater  d ivers i ty  of  p lant l i fe  w i l l  d raw in  a greater  d ivers i ty  of  pol l inators .  

 

 

Hummingbird hawk-moth on a Scabious flower, photo by Chenie Prudhomme 

http://www.sappertonwilder.co.uk/
mailto:info@sappertonwilder.co.uk
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Appendix  I :  Map of Transect  Sections  
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